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External aud ito ry  canal m icrob io logy and hearing  

a ids. Karaca CT et al. Am J Otolaryngol. 2013;pii: S0196-  

0709(12)00276-1.

•  The aim of this study was to determ ine the prés-

ence and nature of bacterial fiora on hearing aids and 

the ears of this population. We w onder if the m icro-

b iology of the ears with hearing aid wearing differs 

from the other ear. SETTING: Tertiary referral centre. 

DESIGN: A prospective, clin ica l study. SUBJECTS 

AND METHODS: Three samples were taken, one from 

the surface of the hearing aid’s ear mold; one from the 

hearing aid-wearing ear canal and the last one from 

the ear without hearing aid. Samples were cultured to 

determine qualitatively and quantitatively the pathoge- 

nic microorganisms present.

A total of 123 samples, obtained from 41 hearing aid 

users, were analysed. Methicillin-resistant coagulase- 

negative staphylococci, methicillin-susceptible Staphy- 

lococcus aureus, methicillin-resistant S. aureus, Pseu- 

domonas aeruginosa, Escherichia coli, Acinetobacter

species, Staphylococcus auricularis, and Stenotropho- 

monas maltophilia were identified organisms.

We identified unexpected m icroorganism s both on 

hearing aids and hearing aid using ears. This study 

dem onstrates that using hearing aid alters the ear 

canal flora. To avoid otitis externa, it is important to use 

an appropriate hygiene routine to clean and disinfect 

hearing aids and ear moulds.

Previous studies have indicated that individuals with 

normal hearing (NH) experience a perceptual advantage 

for speech récognition in interrupted noise compared
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to continuous noise. In contrast, adults with hearing 

impairment (Hl) and younger children with NH receive a 

minimal benefit. The objective of this investigation was 

to assess whether auditory training in interrupted noise 

would improve speech récognition in noise for children 

with Hl and perhaps enhance their utilization of glimpsing 

skills. A partially-repeated measures design was used 

to evaluate the effectiveness of seven 1-h sessions of 

auditory training in interrupted and continuous noise. 

Speech récognition scores in interrupted and continuous 

noise were obtained from pre-, post-, and 3 months post- 

training from 24 children with moderate-to-severe hearing 

loss. Children who participated in auditory training in 

interrupted noise demonstrated a significantly greater 

improvement in speech récognition compared to those 

who trained in continuous noise. Those who trained in 

interrupted noise demonstrated similar improvements 

in both noise conditions while those who trained in 

continuous noise only showed modest improvements 

in the interrupted noise condition. This study présents 

direct evidence that auditory training in interrupted noise 

can be bénéficiai in improving speech récognition in 

noise for children with Hl.

Phonetic processing during th e  acquisition of new  

w ords in 3-to-6-year-old French-speaking deaf child -

ren w ith  coch lear im plants . Havy M et al. J Commun 

Disord. 2012;pii: S0021-9924(12)00125-6.

•  The present study explores phonetic processing in 

deaf children with cochlear implants (Cls) when they 

have to learn phonetically similar words. Forty-six 34-to- 

78-month-old French-speaking deaf children with Cls 

were tested on 16 différent trials. In each trial, they were 

first trained with two word-object pairings, and then

0

E J  A U D IO  INFOS I N°78 I APRIL-MAY 2013


